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Â Preeminence of States 

Â States created  

Â Federal government 

 



Â United States of America 

Â“United Countries of America” 

 



Â State Constitutions 
Â 1776-1777 

Â Blueprints for  
Â Legal & political 

organizations  
Â For each state 

 



Â Virginia Constitution 

Â 1776 

Â Written by 

Â George Mason 

Â Thomas Jefferson 
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Â “1. That all men are by nature 
equally free and independent, 
and have certain inherent 
rights, of which, when they 
enter into a state of society, 
they cannot by any compact 
deprive or divest their posterity: 
namely, the enjoyment of life 
and liberty, with the means of 
acquiring and possessing 
property, and pursuing and 
obtaining happiness and 
safety.” 

Â Virginia Constitution 

 



Â Massachusetts Constitution 

Â 1779 

Â Written by 

Â John Adams 

Â Samuel Adams 
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Â “The body politic is formed 
by a voluntary association 
of individuals; it is a social 
compact, by which the 
whole people covenants 
with each citizen, and each 
with the whole people that 
all shall be governed by 
certain laws for the 
common good….” 

Â Massachusetts Constitution 

 



Â “The people alone have 
an incontestable, 
unalienable, and 
indefeasible right to 
institute government, 
and to reform, alter, or 
totally change the same 
when their protection, 
safety, prosperity, and 
happiness require it.” 
Â Massachusetts Constitution 

 

 



Â “Article I. All men are born 
free and equal, and have 
certain natural, essential, 
and unalienable rights; 
among which may be 
reckoned the right of 
enjoying and defending their 
lives and liberties; that of 
acquiring, possessing, and 
protecting property; in fine, 
that of seeking and obtaining 
their safety and happiness.” 

Â Massachusetts Bill of Rights 

 



Â “Article X. Each individual of 
the society has a right to be 
protected by it in the 
enjoyment of his life, liberty, 
and property…. No part of 
the property of any individual 
can with justice be taken 
from, or applied to public 
uses, without his own 
consent...” 

Â Massachusetts Bill of Rights 

 



Â “Article XVII. The people 
have a right to keep and 
bear arms….” 
Â Massachusetts Bill of Rights 

 

 

 



Â State Competition 

Â States compete with one 
another 

 


