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AN AMENDED CONSTITUTION

on
FORM OF GOVERNMENT FOR VIRGINIA.
(Adopted by the Convention January 1th, 1530,)'

Whereas the Delegates and Representatives of the good people of Virginia,in Cons
vention assembled, on the twenty-ninth day of June, in the year of our Lord one thon-
wand saven hundred and seveniy-six : reciting and declaring, that whereas, Geor,
the third, King of Great Britain and Ireland, and Elector of Hanover, before that tisne
entrusted with the exercise of the kingly offico in the Government of Virginia, had
endeavored 1o pervert the eame into a detestable and insupportable tyranoy, by put-
ting lis negative on laws the most wholesome and necessary for Jhe public good ;.
denying his Governors permission 1o puss laws of immediste and pressing importance,
unléss suspended in their operation for his assent, and whon #0 suspénded Negleating
to attend to them for many years; by reflising to pass certain other Inwi, unless the
porsons 0 be benefitted by them would relinquish the inestimable Hight of represen-
tation in the Legislature; by dissolving legislative assemblies repeatedly and contings
ally, for opposing with maniy firmness his invasions of the rights of the people ;when
dissolved, by refusing to call others for along space of time, thereby leaving the po-
litionl systemn without any legislative head ; by endeavouring to prevent the populs-
tion._of our country, and for that purpose obstructing the laws for the naturalization of
foreigners ; by Kéeping among us, in time of peace, standing armies and ships of war;
by affecting to render the military independent of and superior to the civil power; b
combining with others to subjeet 18 to o foreign jurisdiction, giving his assent to their
pretended a of legisiation, for quactering large bodies of armed troops among ua,
for eutting ¢ ur trade with all parts of the world, for imposing taxes on us without

our consent, for depriving us of the benefits of the trial by jury, for Leansporting s
“beyond seas 1o bo tried for pretended offunces, for suspending our own Legisintures
and declaring themselves invested with power to legislate for ns-in all cases whatso-
ever ; by plundering our seas, ravaging onr coasts, burning our towns, and destroying
the lives of'our people ; by inciting insurrections of our fellow-subjects with the ullare-

ments of ﬁu:feit_nrg and ¢ 1 s promntineg mnj,ngmmi::}riun
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equally free and independent,
and have certain inherent
Agnts; ofiwhich, when they
Eenterinto’a state-of society,
they cannet by any.compact

deprive or divestthelirsposterity:

namely, the'enjoyment-of hife
and liberty, with the-means-of
acquiring and pessessing
property, and pursuing and
obtaining happiness and
ssafety.”

A Virginia Constitution
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] | A )

compact, by which'the o i

Whole people covenants " , v )

With 'each' citizen, andieach Moy

with 'the whole-people that \

all shall be governed by
Certain laws for: the
cC:ommon: good.... Ay S L
A Massachusetts Constitution

OF 1780.



“The peopl e al onfiy s
an incontestable, 4 \CONST
unalienable, and
Indefteasible right to
InStitute government;
and to retorim, alter; or

. \before the feveral Towns: and Plantations in

totally.change the'same (B cnen o R

id* ST ATE, for lhcu Approbzuon or

When their;protection, - ,:.5me§'fffn i
safety, prosperity, and I
happiness requirji & ——-—
A Massachusetts Constitution
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“Article ITAll'menare born
free;and egual, and have
certain natural; essential;
and unalienable rights;
among whichrmay. e
reckoned the right of
enjoyingrand aefendingithelr
lives and liberties; that-of
acquiring, pessessing, and
protecting property;infine;
thatofiseeking and obtaining
t.hedin -scafet-y

A Massachusetts Bill of Rights




“Article X. Eaeh individual of
the soeciety has a right:to bbe
protected by itin the

enjoyment offhisilite, liberty,

asnide Pl 0 ple iy,

the property of @any individual
can withjustice be taken
from; or;applied to public
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A Massachusetts Bill of Rights
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A Massachusetts Bill of Rights
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