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Â Enlightenment 

Â 18th-century 

Â Also called 

Â Age of Reason 

 



Â Baron de Montesquieu 

Â French  

Â Political philosopher 

 



Â Spirit of the Laws 
Â 1748 

Â Three separate branches 

Â Legislative 

Â Executive 

Â Judicial 

 



Â Separation of Powers 

Â Powers are divided among 
different branches of 
government  

 

 



Â Manôs Tendency to Abuse Power 

ÂñPolitical liberty is to be found only 
in moderate governments; and 
even in these it is not always 
found. It is there only when there 
is no abuse of power: but constant 
experience shows us that every 
man invested with power is apt to 
abuse it, and carry his authority as 
far as it will go.ò 

Â Montesquieu 

 



Â Power to Check Power 

ÂñTo prevent this abuse, it 
is necessary, from the 
very nature of things, 
power should be a check 
to power.ò 

Â Montesquieu  

 



Â Separation of Powers is Fundamental 

ÂñAgain, there is no liberty, if the power 
of judging be not separated from the 
legislative and executive powers. Were it 
joined with the legislative, the life and 
liberty of the subject would be exposed 
to arbitrary control; for the judge would 
be then the legislator. Were it joined to 
the executive power, the judge might 
behave with all the violence of an 
oppressor.ò 

ÂMontesquieu  

 



Â Local Self-Government 

ÂñThe inhabitants of a 
particular town are much 
better acquainted with its 
wants and interests, than 
with those of other 
places; and are better 
judges of the capacity of 
their neighbors, than that 
of the rest of their 
countrymen.ò 

Â Montesquieu  

 



Â Sir William Blackstone 

Â English 

Â Jurist 

Â Promoted 

Â Natural law 

Â Common Law 
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Â Commentaries on the Laws of England 
Â 1765 

 



Â Law of Nature 

ÂñThese are the eternal, 
immutable laws of good 
and evil.ò 

 

 



Â Rights of Individuals 
Â ñFor the principal aim of society is 

to protect individuals in the 
enjoyment of those absolute 
rights, which were vested in them 
by the immutable laws of nature; 
but which could not be preserved 
in peace without that mutual 
assistance and intercourse, which 
is gained by the institution of 
friendly and social communities. 
Hence it follows, that the first and 
primary end of human laws is to 
maintainéthose absolute rights of 
individuals.ò 

Â Sir William Blackstone 
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Â Natural Rights 

ÂñAnd these may be 
reduced to three principle  
of primary articles; the 
right of personal security, 
the right of personal 
liberty; and the right of 
private property.ò 

Â William Blackstone 

 



Â Private Property 

ÂñSo great moreover is the 
regard of the law for 
private property, that it 
will not authorize the least 
violation of it; no, not 
even for the general good 
of the whole community.ò 

Â Sir William Blackstone  

 



Â Natural Liberty 
Â ñThe absolute rights of manéare 

usually summed up in one 
general appellation, and 
denominated the natural liberty 
of mankind. This natural liberty 
consists properly in a power of 
acting as one thinks fit, without 
any restraint or control, unless 
by the law of nature: being a 
right inherent in us by birth, and 
one of the gifts of God to man at 
his creation, when he endued 
him with the faculty of free -will.ò 

Â Sir William Blackstone 

 


