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Â Greek Culture 

Â Heavily influence the  

Â Romans 

Â Rome associated with 

Â Hellenistic world 

 



Â Languages of the Roman 
Empire 

Â West 

Â Latin 

Â East 

Â Greek 

 

 



Religion 

Â Roman Gods 

Â Adopted from the Greek 
gods 

 



Â Religious Synchronism 

Â The merging of religions 

 

 



Greek God Roman God Role 

Zeus Jupiter Chief god 

Ares Mars God of war 

Hera Juno Wife of chief god 

Aphrodite Venus Goddess of love 

Artemis Diana Goddess of the hunt 

Athena Minerva Goddess of wisdom 

Hermes Mercury  Messenger god 

Hades Pluto 
God of the underworld 

Poseidon Neptune 
God of the sea 

Hephaestus Vulcan God of fire 



Â “We have overcome all 
the nations of the world, 
because we have 
realized that the world is 
directed and governed 
by the gods.” 

Â Cicero 

 



Â Pontifex Maximus 

Â High priest of  

Â College of Pontiffs   

 



Â Saturnalia 

Â 217 B.C. 

Â Introduced  

Â Celebrated around 

Â Winter Solstice 

Â December 17-23 

Â Worshiped 

Â Saturn (Cronus) 

Â Father of  

Â Jupiter 

 



Â Cult of Bacchanalia  

Â Introduced in Rome 

Â 186 B.C. 

Â Worshiped 

Â Bacchus 

Â God of wine 

Â Sought to corrupt Roman 

Â Morals 

Â Values 

Â Conspired to undermine 
the Roman Government 

 



Â “Never has there been 
so much wickedness in 
this commonwealth, 
never wickedness 
affecting so many 
people, nor manifesting 
itself in so many ways…. 
And they have not yet 
put into practice all the 
crimes towards which 
they have conspired…. It 
aims at the supreme 
power in the state.” 

Â Consul Spurius Postumius 

 



Education 

Â Roman Education 

Â Reading 

Â Writing 

Â Morals 

Â Values 

Â Law 

Â Physical education 

 



Â Humanitas 

Â Study of 

Â Language 

Â Literature 

Â Philosophy 

Â Basis for 

Â Liberal education 

 



Â Paedagogus 

Â Greek slave 

Â Tutor for  

Â Roman youth  

 



Slavery 

Â Slaves 

Â People conquered in 
battle 

 

 



Â Spartacus 

Â 73 B.C. 

Â Gladiator 

Â Led a slave revolt 

Â 70,000 slaves 

Â Captured 71 B.C. 

Â Killed 

Â 6,000 followers were 
crucified  

 


