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Â Leonid Brezhnev 

Â 1964-1982 

Â Leader of the 

Â Soviet Union 

 

 



1968: The Invasion of 
Czechoslovakia  

Â Prague Spring 

Â Led by 

Â Alexander Dubcek 

Â Czechoslovakia 

Â Introduced 

Â Liberal communism 
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Â Invasion of Czechoslovakia 

Â 1968 

Â By  

Â Soviet Union 

Â Crushed reforms 
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Â Brezhnev Doctrine 

Â 1968 

Â Soviet Union 

Â Had the authority to 
interfere in domestic 
policies of other communist 
countries 

 

 



The United States and Détente  

Â Détente 

Â U.S. Policy with 

Â Soviet Union 

Â Under  

Â Nixon 

 



Â Helsinki Accords 

Â 1975 

Â Signed by 

Â U.S. 

Â During 

Â Fordôs presidency  

Â Recognized 

Â Soviet control over   

Â Eastern Europe 

Â Human rights 
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Â Soviet Foreign Policy 

Â Interventionist  

 

 



Â Soviet-Middle East 
Connection 

Â Soviet Union 

Â Supplied Middle-East  

Â Funds 

Â Weapons 

 



Â Soviet Military Might 

ÂEarly 1980ôs 

Â Largest armed force 

 



The Invasion of Afghanistan 

Â Invasion of Afghanistan 

Â 1979 

Â By  

Â Soviet Union 
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Â U.S. Response to 
Invasion of Afghanistan 

Â Boycotted 

Â 1980 Olympic Games 

Â Moscow 
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Â Soviet-Afghan War 

Â 1979-1988  
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Â Taliban 

Â Fought against Soviets 

Â Supported by 

Â CIA 

 

 



Â Results of Soviet-Afghan War 

Â Stalemate 

Â Soviet withdrawal 

Â Sapped 

Â Soviet strength  

Â China 

Â Felt threatened 

Â Soviet Casualties 

Â 2,000 killed a year 
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Â ñMiracle On Iceò 

Â 1980 Winter Olympics 

Â U.S.A vs. U.S.S.R. 

Â Greatest sports event  

Â 20th century 

Â Results 

Â U.S. Olympic Hockey Team 

Â Victorious 

 



  



 



Communism and Solidarity in 
Poland 

Â Pope John Paul II 

Â 1978 

Â Appointment to papacy 

Â Key factor in Polish resistance to 

Â Communism 
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Â Strikes of 1980 

Â Poland 

Â Led by 

Â Lech Walesa 

 



Â Solidarity 

Â Polish labor union 

 


