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Reforms of Alexander II 

Â Alexander II  

Â Reigned 1855-1881 

Â Tsar of Russia 

Â Restructured Russian 
society 

Â Most since 

Â Peter the Great 

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/5/53/Tsar_Alexander_II_-6.jpg


Â Abolition of Serfdom 

Â 1861 

Â By Alexander II 

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5d/Alexander_II_(Romanov)_monument_in_Helsinki,_Finland.jpg


Â Zemstvos 
Â 1864 

Â Provincial councils  

 

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/7c/Grigorij_Grigorjewitsch_Mjassojedow_001.jpg


Â Judicial Reform 

Â Based on Western 
European  

Â Legal principles 

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/95/AlexanderII_of_Russia(monument).jpg


Â Military Reform 

Â Russia 

Â Largest military on the 
continent 

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/e/ec/Tsar_Alexander_II_-4.JPG


Â January Uprising  

Â 1863 

Â Poland 

Â Treated as a province of 

Â Russia 

Â Polish Rebellion 

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/91/Rok_1863_Polonia.JPG


Â Reforms of Alexander II 

Â Abolition of Serfdom 

Â Marriage 

Â Property 

Â Judicial 

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/33/Makovsky_Alexander_II_of_Russia.jpg


Revolutionaries  

Â Alexander Herzen 

Â Tsarist critic 

Â Lived in exile 

Â Published 

Â The Bell 

 

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/e/e7/Herzen_gay.jpg


Â Populism 

Â Socialist revolutionary 
movement 

Â Inspired by  

Â Alexander Herzen 

Â Land and Freedom 
Â Chief radical society 

Â Young men and women 

Â Took their revolutionary 
message to 

Â Countryside 

 

 



Â Trepov Incident 

Â 1878  

Â Russian Terrorists 

Â Assassination attempt 

Â On Governor of  

Â Saint Petersburg  

 

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/7/7c/Zasulich-vera.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/15/Trepov_Fyodor_Fyodorovich.jpg


Â Division of Land and Freedom 
Â 1879 

Â Split into 

Â Two factions 

Â Black Petition 

Â The Peopleôs Will 

Â Dedicated to overthrow  

Â Aristocracy  

 



Â Assassination of Alexander II 

Â March 1, 1881 

 



 



 


